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Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.—Dan. xii. 4. 


Zo. 48, 


ees 





———— —_——-—— oo  - 





For the Christian Repository. 


No. XXIl. 
TO THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS. 


‘© Jf the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is 
that darkness /” Mat. vi. 23. 

Amicus has become quite guerulous of late. If we 
may judge from his late Essays, and from the Notes of 
the Editor, he is very uneasy and anxious for some ex 
cuse to leave the field of controversy. Trifles are'a 
vexation to some men ; a “ grasshopper is a burden” 
to those who cannot support themselves. Unable to 
answer Paul’s arguments, he falls to quarrelling with 
the Editor ! Whether this be a sign of victory, or of 
mortification the public will readily judge. If Amicus 
from a visit to the Printing Office, can draw any new 
argument for Internal Light, I beg the Editor to let 
him visit itevery day.—Any thing gentle reader, to turn 
your attention from the main question. 

Why does not Amicus give a fair and honest state- 
ment of your sentiments on the subject of Future 
Punishment! Does he hold that all the wicked will 
be annihilated ?—or that after a temporary purgatory, 
part will be saved, and the rest blotted from existence ? 
Now he may hold either of these sentiments in perfect 
consistency with all that he has said. ** We have never 
asserted that every man becomes an heir of salvation.” 
‘True, but you never teach that any man will become 
an heir of eternal damnation. ‘‘ If the work of salva- 
tion, be not effected in this life, J know of no clear 
passage of Scripture, which conveys the idea that it 
can be effected ina future state.” By which you in- 
timate that there are some passages, not very clear to be 
sure, but some which favour the idea that “ salvation 
will be effected in a future state;” and also, that there 
is no clear passage against such a notion ; in short that 
the Bible has left the matter dowbtful // A “ Quaker 
answer” has long keen proverbial for an evasion. 1 ask 
again, Does Amicus admit, or do your standards teach 
the ETERNAL MIsERY of all who die*impenitent ? 

Except the perversion of another text of Scripture, 
there is nothing in the remainder of his Essay worth a 
moments notice. In Tit. ii. 11, 12, the Apostle after 
exhorting aged men and aged women, young men and 
young women, descends to servants and says, * Exhort 
servants to be obedient unto their own masters,—ador- 
ning the doctrine of God their saviour in all things; for 
the grace of God which bringeth salvation hath ap- 
peared to all men, teaching them to deny ungodli- 
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only misleads us and go back to the light of heathenism! 

Was it a light superior to the Scriptures that taught 
the Egyptians to worship a Bull, a Crocodile, an Ibis, 
an Onion ?—that taught the Canaanites to worship 
Moloch, Belial, and Beelzebub?—that taught the Baby- 
lonians to worship the Sun, Moon an@ Stars ?—and the 
whole heathen world to “ change the glory of the in- 
corruptible God into an image made like to corruptible 
man, and birds and four footed beasts and creeping 
things,—to change the zruth of God imto a lie and wor- 
ship and serve the creature more than the Creator, who 
is blessed forever?”-—-—Please to show how this is con- 
sistent with their having a Light euperior to the Scrip- 
tures,-with their having a ‘ nearer and surer guide” 
than the Bible? Please to show that what the Bible 
calls * the truth of God” is a * lie,” and that what we 
call the “lie” of heathenism is the truth ? 

We wish you to reconcile “ Internal Light” with the 
Bible. Internal Light says the heathen deities are 
proper objects of worship: the Bible seys, 1 Cor x 20, 
‘** The things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacri- 
fice to nrvits and not to God.” Now here is a clashing 
between the Bible and your “ superior” light! Agen : 
Internal Light says the heathen know God and up- 
on his name and worship him as acceptably as our- 
selves: The Bible calls all nations which are without 
the light of Revelation “the heathen that Aave not 
known Thee,and the kingdoms that cali not on thy name.” 
Ps. 79.6. Please reconcile this ¢ discrepancy.— 
Again; if there bein all men a ligh* superior to the 
Scriptures, how came it that the ancient Phenicians and 
Canaanites offered their children to and Moloch? 


fHow comes it that the modern Hi Sumatrians, 
and South Sea > ther 


parents, their sick friends, and infant 
ing their widows, and devoting themselves beneath the 
wheels of Juggernaut? These are parts of their reli- 
ligious and moral system! Are these signs of superior 
light ?—If so, let us turn heathen, for we have none of 
these blessings where the light of the Bihle shines.— 
Say, Friend, if the heathen have within them the 
*‘ Fountain” of Light, how is this consistent with such 
notions of God and spiritual things ? 

2. If it be true, as you assert, that the Bible is a 
“ dead letter,” unintelligible without that superior in- 
ternal light which the heathen possess as well as 
we, how happens it that the Bible has spread such 
light wherever it has come? If an “Internal Light” 
superior to the Scriptures wasin the Gentile world be- 










fore the Jewish Scriptures were made known, how hap- 


ness and look for the blessed hope of the glorious ap- | pens it that these same Scriptures have every where 
pearing of our great God and-saviour Jesus Christ &c. changed the views and refined the religious notions 


As if he had said, ‘* The Gospel makes no exception of 
any class of men, but teaches aii classes of men, servants 
as wellas masters, poor as well as rich, low as well as 
high to deny ungodtiness, &c.—The idea of the heathen 
‘« looking for the coming of their great God and Saviour 
Jesus Christ,” of whom the Apostle says they “ cannot 
hear without a preacher,” is too extravagant for the 
faith of any sober man, ' 

As-Amicus seems yet unwilling to leave this subject, 
and as he declines answering the Twenty Arguments I 
have drawn from the Bible, | hope he will be willing to 
answer the following Questions drawn from Facts and 
trom hisown Experience. 

1. If it be true, as you assert, that there is in every 
man, heathen as well as christian, a Light which is the 
** Fountain” of the Scriptures, which “ is a nearer and 
surer guide of conscience than the Scriptures,” I ask, 
Why have the heathen world always been so ignorant of 
God and divine things 2? The Scriptures teach us very 
clearly that there is but One God : how happens it tbat 
the clea er Light of which you speak has taught every 
heathen nation that there are thousands of gods 2? The 
Romans it is said worshipped 3000, the Greeks 30,000, 
the Egyptians a much greater number, and the present 
Hindoos, according to Gordon Hall, 330 millions of de- 
ities! In China also, they worship an “ innumerable 
multitude.” Now how happens it that this c/ear and 
superior light, this * guide to all truth,’ this “Foun- 
tain of light” has not shown chem their folly ? Or cre 
they right and we wrong,—they inthe frht and we in 
darkpvess ry } t 


If so, ns throw awav the Bible which 


of men ? Internal Light (according to your hypothesis) 
prevailed all over the Roman Empire before the Apos- 
tles came and diffused the light of the Bible. We all 
know what a change was wrought, how heathen philo- 


like the darkness of the night before the rising sun! 
Now if the Bible was only a “lesser light,” only a 
“ stream” from that “ Fountain” of light which was 
already in these nations, how happened it that the for- 
mer eclipsed the latter? Will the rising of a star, or 
of the moon eclipse the noon day Sun? Has the 
“stream” proved larger than the Fountain?” Will 
Amicus please to account for it that the “ mere words 
of John and Peter and Jude” have eclipsed and shamed 
that internal light which you are pleased to cali ** the 
light of God ?”” 

A few centuries after this, che Bible was withdrawra, 
was hid in a dead language, and by prohibitory statutes 
kept from theiknowledge ofthe people. This sun, as 
it were, set, and “f Internal Light” reappeared and 
shone with uninterrupted beams,—and what was the 
consequence? Why it broughton what some people 
(Quakers tco) have called the “ narx acts.” Please 
account for this. -But again, at the Reformation the 
Bible reappeared, and all Christendom welcomed its 

light, as those who watch for the rgpt! welcome the 
| rising sun. It has risen, and as it chmbs its way up- 
| wards, the mists and #igs of Idolairy, Heresy, andl 

leathenism are flying before it ;—and if you had any 
| “windows” to your houses, it would long ere this have 
made vow ashamed of the light of vour** candle /” 
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sophy, morality and religion (all falsely so called) fled | 





wood! 
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Why are the lower classes of people in Catholic coun- 
tries sunk so much deeper in ignorance, superstition 
and spiritual barbarism, than the same class in Protes- 
tant lands ? Why are the poor inhabitants of Ireland, 
Italy and Spain so much less enlightened and pious 
than the poorer classes in Switzerland, Holland, Great 
Britain and the United States? Is it not because the 
one class have little else than Internal Light, the other 
have the Bible for their Light and Guide ? 

After Amicus has answered these questions drawn 
from Historical Facts, (and it would be easy to 
multiply the same to an indefinite extent,) I will ask a 
question drawn from his own Experience. 

3. How did you first learn that there is an Universal, 
Devine, Sufficient, Internal Light 2? Was it not from 
the Bible ? or from Quaker books ?—Answer me, how 
do you know you have such a Light yourself ? “ Why! 
know it ; 1 am perfectly conscious when 1 do right or 
wrong. I know, for instance, it is wrong to swear, to 
lie, to steal, and right to repent and be a Christian.” 
True ; but how came you by this light? Can you make 
your solemn affirmation tat your light was not derived 
from the Bible, or from some external teaching ? “ Yes, 
it is independent of all external teaching, the principle 
was implanted in me immediately from God.” 





—True, 
conscience is as much a faculty of our nature as reason, 
but neither of these faculties would be of any use with- 
out external training And as Reason is shaped and 
perfected by outward teaching, so is Conscience,—which 
is the true name for your internal light. God gave you, 
as he hath given every man, heathen or Christian, a 
conscience, and that conscience has been cultivated by 
parental teaching, reading the Scriptures and preach- 
ing. The pri of the Moral Law, your con- 
sciénce might have learned from reason and the light 
of nature, but the truths of the Gospel no man ever 
learned but from the Bible. And I challenge Amicus 
to prove he has not derived all his knowl of Christ 
and the way of salvation from the Book which he so 
much dishonors. 

Again, I might ask, granting that you have some in- 
ternal light, how do you Know that that light is sufficient 
for salvation? “1 have a divine witness to its suffi- 
ciency.” How do you know your witness is divrne ? 
“The Scriptures tell me to look for sucha Light ” Ah! 
then your light is not sufficient without the Scriptures 
after all! And what shall the poor heathen do, who 
having not the Bible, do not Know that there is such 
a (suide within ? 

The next question is, granting that you have an In- 
ternal Light, and that it 1s sufficient for salvation, Aor 
do you know that this Light is given to att? Have you 
conversed personally with all mankind ?—searched 
every heart ? How thendo you know that all have 
saving light ?“‘God would not be just in denying it to 
any.” How do you know he would not be just? “ Why, 
T have always believed so.” But how came you to believe 
so? “I was taught so, the Scriptures tell me tnere is 
such a Light in all.” So then, the Scriptures after all 
are the source of your light! What dishonest dealing 
is this! Your conscience first borrows all its light from 
the Bible, and then you ungratefully deny your ob- 
ligations. The Scriptures and Conscience are the Sun 
and Moon of our system ; and the Moon might as well 
boast against the Sun, and say “‘fam the Greater Licht,” 
as Cons cience or Internal Light boast itself against the 
Scriptures. If Amicus, therefore, will continue this 
subject, I wish him to show one important gospel truth 
which he has not borrowed from the Bible, but has derived 

immediately from heaven. PAUL. 

——[a @ eae 

Generous Emulation.—Three persons in 
Dorset, (Ver.) onthe ist of January, under- 
took to see who would present the pastor of 
their parish with the largest load of wood— 
the one who brought the smallest, to pay a 
handsome forfeiture of the generous beverage 
ofthe country. ‘The eompeiitors accordingly 
furnished the loads, the one measuring five, the 
other ten, and the last twenty-five cords of hard 

Pv. FE. Spectator. 
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PALESTINE MISSION— Continuation. 
Extracts from the Journal of Mr. Parsons. 


Visit to Bethany. 

March 2. A Russian gentleman with the 
president of Abraham’s monastery .olfered to 
accompany me to Bethany, about two miles 
east of Jerusalem, at the foot of the Mount of 
Olives, on the east side. “ Now Bethany was 
nigh to Jerusalem, about fifteen furlongs off.” 
We came tothe grave of Lazarus. “It was a 
eave,” saith St. John, “ and a stone lay upon 
it.” A Turk who seemed to have charge of 
the sepulchre, for a few poras gave us lighted 
tapers and permission to enter, We descend- 
ed 28 stone steps, where we found a small room 
about eight feet square. On the east and west 
sides are tombs cut in the solid rock. Probab- 
ly Jesus our Lord stood here, and cried with a 
loud voice “ Lazarus, come forth!” Half a 
mile to the east, we came to a stone, upon 
which our Saviour sat, it is believed, when 
Martha met him and fell at his feet, saying, 
* Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had 
not died.” 

Returning to Jerusalem we passed over the 
suminit of the Mount of Olives, and, besides 
visiting places before mentioned, eame to the 
Mount where king Solomon “built a high 
place for Chemosh, the abomination of Moab, 
in the hill which is Jerusalem.” It is only a 
few rods south of the place from which our 
Saviour ascended to heaven. Visited also the 
tombs of the prophets, a little west of the mount 
of scandal, 

“March 3. Gave to Procopius 100 tracts, to 
he distributed among the priests and pilgrims. 
Conversed a long time with a a priest, respect- 
ing the nature of the new birth. He said it 
was baptism. ‘ When children are baptised, 
they are renewed, as it respects Adam’s trans- 
sression; but if they afterwards sin, they must 
be punished.” This, so far as I can iearn, is 
the prevailing sentiment among the Greeks. 
‘They ean give no other account of the new 
heart. 











Interview with Pilgrims. 

A few pilgrims called upon me, and express- 
ed their surprize that I should not observe the 
stated fasts. I requested them to prove from 
Seripture, that it is required for Christians to 
fast forty days before the passover. I had ob- 
served, that the pilgrims on board the vessel, 
who abstained with great strictness from meat, 
often drank wine to intoxication. This led me 
to inquire, as to the propriety of such conduct ; 
especially among pilgrims on their way to the 
Holy Sepulehre. e must learn, I observed, 
thattrue piety consists not in eating or in ab- 
staining from food ; but in doing the will of our 
Father who is in heaven. They eontessed 
frankly,that the practice which prevailed a- 

mong the pilgrims was highly censurable. 

March 6. While reading the Holy scriptures 
with a priest, inquiries were made respect- 
ing the “ many mansions” in heaven. He said, 
that they were all for Greeks, but one has a 
higher station than another. “ Catholies, Ar- 
menians, Protestants, not one of them can en- 
ter heaven; for they are not baptized.” 

8. Violent rain. The Greek, with whom 
I read the Scriptures, remarked that Christ 
was truly man and truly God. 

March 9. ‘The rain continues without inter- 
mission. ‘ The Greeks believe,” said a priest 
who visited me to day, “ that neither the right- 
eous, nor the wicked, immediately after death 
ie into glory, or are sent to punishment. 

oth rest like prisoners for the day of trial.” 


Service of the Copts. 
While walking in the church of the Holy 
Sepulehre, my attention was arrested by the re- 


ligious service of the Copts. They have a 
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small apartment on the west side of the Holy 
Tomb. The priest, arrayed in robes of a very 
ordinary appearance, offered incense, as it is 
the practice of other denominations. ‘The 
Seriptures were read with a low, but sweet 
voice, and with great simplicity. There was 
good attention, and nothing like a desire to be 
seen of men. ~The number of their pilgrims is 
not great. 
19. Visited Procopius. He gave it as his 
opinion, that there are in Jerusalem 10,000 
Jews and 2,000 Christians. ‘T'wenty one pil- 
grime arrived from Smyrna. An Armenian of 

istinction informed me, that, in Jerusalem, 
there are 60 families of Armenians,—and that 
in Palestine are only four Armenian monaste- 
ries; viz. one in Jerusalem, one in Bethichem., 
one in Rama, and one in Jaffa. There is also 
an Armenian church on Mount Zion, withont 
the city. 

Am interesting Pilgrim. 

22. In the morning, one of the pilgrims 
with whom I read the Seriptures almost every 
day, while on the passage, eame to my room 
and read with me spvennl vhabtand The pro- 
“aes which he has made in reading and in 

nowledge, is a rich compensation for all the 
trouble of teaching him. He often stops to 
tell me, in other words, the story he has read ; 
and remarks-ypon the importance of living ac- 
cording to thé Seriptures. He is never wea- 
ry; but, at the close of one chapter, he says, 
with asmile, “shall we read another ?” When 
he passes mein the sireet, he expresses the af- 
fectiun of a brother, and, at the same time, looks 
to me as his instructor. The effect upon his 
life has been most salutary. He says that he 
shall read the Testament every day as long as 
he lives. Heds soon to return to his country, 
more than a thousand miles from Jerusalem, 
and my opportunities to visit and to instruct 
But he will carry with him 
the Holy Bibie as his guide, and he wil! not 
soon forget the past interesting scenes. I do 
indulge the secret hope, not that he is already 
converted, but that impressions have been made 
which. by the blessing of the Holy Spirit, will 
result in a saving acquaintance with the Word 
of God, and in final admittance into heaven. 
With regard to the future, we ean make no cer- 
tain ealeulations. For the past I feei bound to 
give thanks to God. 


Reading the Scriptures with Inquirers. 
Four persons have been at my room to read 
the Scriptures to day. The priests encourage 
me in this employment. Ifthen,a missionary 
ean reside here with no other employment than 
to read the Seriptures with pilgrims, not utter- 
ing a word respecting Catholics, Greeks, or 
‘Turks, a great work might be accomplished ; 
—a work, which would impart infinite joy to 
the friends of this mission, and guide many 
souls to eternal life. From the observations I 
have made, I am led to believe that reading 
the Scriptures is one of the most effectual me- 
thods to diffuse the spirit of piety ;—a method 
to which God has often added a peculiar bles- 


sing. 

fit being rainy for several days, Mr. P. oe- 
cupied the time in reading the Seriptures to in- 
quirers | 

Visit of the Greek Monasteries. 

First visited the convent of St. Basilius, 
near the Latin monastery, at the north-west 
corner of the city. ‘There were twelve women 
residing nearthe monastery. ‘They received 
tracts with every expression of thankfulness. 

Next came to the monastery of St ‘Theodore, 
a few paces south of the Latin convent. Init 
reside 200 pilgrims, many of whom had before 
received tracts which Isent them. Left a suf- 
ficient number to supply the rest. 

The third monastery, that of St. Demetrius, 
isnear to Jaffa gate. Here we found many 














pilgrims willing and thankful to receive the 
tracts. 

The fourth, that of St. George, is near to 
Zion gate, in which reside se one menk, 
Left a few traets for him and for his friends. 

The fifth that of St. John, is a little south of 
the Chureh of the Holy Sepulchre. Here was 
presented to us, part of the head, as they say, of 
John the Baptist, in a silver vessel. y guide 
and others with me, approached it with a reve- 
rence, one would think due only to Him, who 
demands our worship. The pilgrims are nu- 
merous. Left 50 tracts. ‘These were not suf- 
ficient. The pilgrims finding themselves des- 
titute, entered acharge against the President, 
of concealing the tracts, and appropriating them 
to hisownuse. I was informed of the hetab. 
bance, and terminated the dispute by sending 
50 more. 

The sixth was St. Mary’s at which we were 
shewn a neat and very ancient MS. copy of the 
four gospels written by a nun: the date of the 
eopy some affirm to be 650 years after Christ. 
Here are preserved also the bones of a con- 
verted Turk who suffered martyrdom for his re- 
ligion. Supplied the monastery with tracts, 
and received the assurance that they would be 
attentively read. 

Visited also the Syrian Church, which, it is 
said, is the house in which the disciples were 
assembled when Peter came from prison and sa- 
luted his brethren. ‘They tellus, that the very 
gate is standing where Peter knocked til 
«“ Rhoda came to hearken; and when she knew 
Peter’s voice she opened not the gate for glad- 
ness, but ran in, a told how Peter stood before 
the gate.” Saw a few fine copies of MS. Tes- 
taments in the Syrian character ;—also a few 
Syrian printed Testaments, deposited there by 
the Rev. Mr. Connor. 

Excursion to Bethlehem. 

April. 2 Accompanied Mr. Barnet to Beth- 
lehem. Rode two miles through a beautiful 
plain, called the valley of Rephaim. Here 
David obtained a memorable victory over the 
Philestines, being encouraged by “ the sound of 
a going in the tops of the mulberry trees.” Pass- 
ed the eonvent of Elijah, where reside about 
twenty Greeks. Near it, is shewn a rock, on 
which tradition says, Elijah slept, when fleeing 
from the wrath of Ahab. Here we had a dis- 
tinet view, at the same moment of the three 
most important places on the globe ;—Bethle- 
hem, where the Saviour was born; Jerusalem 
where he was crucified; and the Mount of 
Olives, whence he ascended to heaven. Beth- 
lehem, at this distance, assumes an appearance 
of splendor far beyond that which it actually 
possesses. The monastery erected over the 
manger, stands a little east of the village. 
Still farther eastward we saw the valley where 
the shepherds heard the angels sing, Glory to 
God in the highest. 

From the convent of Elijah, the road beca:ae 
uneven and stony. We passed near the sepul- 
chre of Rachel. ‘ And Rachel died, and was 
buried in the way to Ephrah, which is in Beth- 
lehem.” 

A letter from the Latin Convent in Jerusa- 
lem, intreduced us to the President of the Con- 
vent in Bethlehem. We were invited to dine 
with him. At dinner the subject of distribut- 
ing the Scriptures was introduced. He repli- 
ed,‘* the Arabie psalter, which the English 
have sent here, is a correct translation, word 
for word. Also the L[talian l'estament trans- 
lated by Antonio Martini, cannot be censured. 
But the Arabie Bible sent here, we Catholics 
do not approve of.” ‘ The Greeks,” added he, 
“‘ differ from us in three things. They believ- 
ed that the Holy Spirit proceeded trom the Fa- 
ther only ;—that there is not a state of purifica- 
tion after death; and they renounce some of 
the sacraments. As for the Protestants, they 
believe that all will be saved.” 


























After dinner visited a Oatholic school, to 
which belong 80 scholars. Among them I 
found a youth who spoke the Italian with great 
fluency, and whois, as they informed me, far 
advanced in the study of Arabic, his native 
Janguage. Knowing that it would be desira- 
ble in many respects, to obtain such a youth, I 
requested the father of the child to permit me 





to take his son, and give him a good edacation 
at my ownexpense. After some hesitation, he 
replied, “ his mother will not be willing.” 

To the hill Bethlehem, every Christian must 
feel a peculiar attachment ;—the native place 
of David, the king of Israel_—a man after 
God’s own heart, and of the second David the 
Lord from heaven. Here the wise men of the 
east laid their crowns, at the feet of the infant 
Saviour; and here was heard a choir of angels 
singing, “ Glory to God inthe highest, on earth 
peace and good will toward men.” 

In Bethlehem village, there are, it is said 
4,600 Catholies. 1,000 Greeks and a few Ar- 
menians, and a few ‘Turks. The Catholies, 
Armenians, and Greeks have each of them a 
monastery. On our return, saw the village of 
Rama on our left. “In Rama was there a 
voice heard, lamentation and weeping and great 
mourning; Rachel weeping for her children, 
and would not be comforted because they were 


not.”’ 


— 
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English Methodist Missions. 


Mr. Shaw, a Methodist Missionary at Cape | 
‘Town, South Africa, has obtained permission 
from the Governor to erect a building for pub- 
lie worship, and for a day sehoul among the 
slaves. . 230/. have been already subscribed on 
the spot, for the purpose. The number of 
children and ignorant adults that attend the 
Sabbath and evening schools has greatly in- 
creased, and rendered sueh.a measure neces- 
sary for their aceommodation. A promising 
missionary field is here opened. 


ee 1 Piers 

At the island of St. Vincents, West Indies, 
the mission prospers. Anew and commodious 
chapel has been erected, and throughout the 
island, the congregations are good. The fol- 
Sowing pleasant aneedotes are related by the 
Missionaries : 

Last Weduesday a gentleman, who owns an 
estate, called at our house, and stated that he 
wes about to give his negroesa dinner on the 
oceasion of their finishing crop: (finishing crop 
in the West Indies is similar to harvest home 
in England; the negroes have generally some 
treat when they have finished making sugar 
for the year;) that most of its people were 
members of our Society; and that he had been 
requested by the head-man upon the estate, in 
the name of a majority of the gang, to call up- 
on the Missionary to entreat him to go and 
' preach a sermon to them, instead of their hav- 
ing adance or other amusements common on 
such oceasions. With this we cheerfully com- 
plied, and the negroes were delighted with the 
visit of the brother appointed to this service. 
‘* Massa,” they said,“ we are too glad to see 

ou.” 

At one place we found an old slave, belong- 
ing to Mr. ‘I. who lived till he was 514 years 
of age without knowing any more of God than 
the beasts that perish; neither did he know a 
single letter of the alphabet. Mr. De Voss, 
(a resident at Tulberg,) having visited this 
place, amongst others, three or fouryears ago, 
this poor old man was brought under the sound 
of the gospel, heard it with gladness, received 
it by faith, and now is supported by its eonso- 
iations. Even at this advanced age he began 
to learn to read, and is now able’ to peruse the 
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earries it about him daily hung over his should- 

er in a small bag suspended by a leathern belt, 

of which he appears more eareful than if it 

was filled with gold. He is now become the 

spiritnal teacher of all the slaves upon the 

place, which amount to sixty or seventy souls. 
—3 100 

From all the Missionary stations inthe West 
Indies, the latest accounts are eneouraging. 
Sabbath schools, and in some instances, week- 
day schools are established by the Missionaries 
and are well attended. The eivil authority is 
kind. Owners are becoming more ‘and more 
sensible of the value of religious instruetion to 
their negroes, and instances of hopeful eonver- 
sion are not unfrequent. 

I have (says Mr. Knill) heard from the Jew- 
ish missionaries who are travelling in the Cri- 
mea, under the patronage of the Edinburgh 
Jewish Society. They have a large and inter- 
esting field before them. O that the Lord may 
arise and have merey on the offspring of his 
servant Abraham. 

een: | ewe 
A HINT. 

A pious Methodist missionary among the 
Indians, in a detail of his labours and suecess- 
es, makes the following significant remark : 
“If I had only the money which even the Me- 
thodists in your city, not to say im America, 
consume in smoking segars, and chewing to- 
bacco, and in other unnecessary expenditures, 
how many of these poor little ‘half naked sav- 
ages could I feed and clothe, and learn to read 
the word of God.” Col. Star. 

: ee 5 ee 
FROM THE NEW-BEDFORD MERCURY. 

The ship William Rotch, Capts Lewis To- 

bey of this port, was at the Sandwich Islands 
ist of May last, with 1000 bbls. oil. The 
following is an extract of a letter from Capt. 
Tobey to his friends in this town, sted — 
Woahoo, (Sandwich Isl.) Ap. 30, 1821, 
‘¢ The missionaries on these Islands are labour- 
ing under many disadvantages, and are worthy 
the patronage of pag Sat pmo tea my 
fellow citizen of the United States see them 
in their present situation, cheerfully fulfill- 
ing their duty, their hearts would melt with 
gratitude to that all-wise Being who has en- 
dowed them with fortitude to endure such trials 
and privations. 

*‘ Should any ships be coming this route, any 
small articles, such as children’s ejothes, or al- 
most any thing, would be gratefully received 
from any society of Christians, who may feel 
themselves disposed to bestow their bounty on 
such worthy souls as I think they are.” 


MANLIUS, (N. ¥.) Feb. 6. . 

A Melancholy Visitation!—On the morning 
of the 2d of Jan. Mr. Harvey Hawley, of Li- 
verpool, in this county, left home in company 
with his wife, in a eutter, for Johnstown, 
Montgomery county, on a visit to Mrs. Haw- 
ley’s parents. For four weeks nothing was 
heard from them, and their friends at home 
supposed them happy in the cirele: but the me- 
lancholy sequel proved that the providence of 
God, in his mysterious and incomprehensible 
wisdom, had decreed otherwise, by changing 
the direction of their visit from an earthly to 
an immortal Parent! ‘They journeyed to that 
unexplored country from whose “bourn no 
traveller returns.” 

On ‘Tuesday of last week a Hat and Trunk 
were discovered frozen in the Onondaga Lake, 
about half way between Liverpool and Selina, 





which on being cut out, proved to have belong- 
ed to Mr. Hawley, and upon close examination 
the Horse and Cutter was seen through the ice. 








New ‘Testament with eonsiderable ease: he 


A hole being cut, the horse, cutter and Mrs. 


a 


Hawley were taken out. Mrs. H's. arm is 
supposed to have eaught in the round of the 
eutter when falling, aud remaired fast through 
the agonies of death until taken out.» An iron 
tooth rake was then prepared to seareh for Mr. 
Hawley, and caught in the euff of his eoat the 
second (ime it was sunk, and he was taken from 
about 40 feet water. 

It appears that they had not accomplished 
the first two miles of their journey, before they 
were summoned, upon a moments notice, into 
a world of spirits. How sudden the transition! 
How fally do these dispensations of the Al- 
mighty teach us the nothingness of human na- 
ture ! 








Twelfth Report of American Board of Commis- 
sioners for Foreign Missions. 
MISSION AMONG THE CHEROKEES. 


Station of Creekpath.—The very favourable 
prospeets, with which a school was established 
at this place, and the glad sounds of the Gos- 
pel began to be proclaimed, still continue. A 
ittle chureh has been formed; the saving ope- 
rations of the Divine Spirit appear to have been 
experienced, and several late accounts unite in 
declaring, that the hopeful converts walk to- 
gether in love, and enjoy the favour of God. 
Among the most remarkable displays of Divine 
Grace which the mission furnishes, is to be 
reckoned the hopeful conversion of Mr. John 
Brown and so many members of his family. 
Five years ago, not an individual of his family 
knew any thing of theGospel. In the heart of 
a heathen country, most of them knew nothing 
of the language, in which alone it seemed pos- 
sible that they should hear the Gospel: and 
the father was obstinately bent on removing se- 
veral hundred miles into the wilderness beyond 
the Mississippi. Yet, at this day, behold both 


two sons, three daugters, anda son’s 
peut = a 


t in the whole,—apparently the 
ehildren A God, and heirs of ianmortadity. In 
the first instance, Catharine. a favourite child 
in the bleom of youth, is sent to an infant 
school in an infant mission, at her own impor- 
tunity, to acquire the rudiments of an educa- 
tion.— While there, it pleased the Sovereign 
dispenser of spiritual favours to impress upon 
her mind the importance of religious truth, and 
to aoe her heart to the reception of the Gos- 
pel. 

Two years afterwards a younger brother 
comes to the school, and is religiously affected 
in consequence of the faithful exhortations of 
the sister. They visit the paternal home to- 
gether; and the worship of God is commenced 
where heathenism had reigned without a rival. 
The parents begin to awake and to inquire; 
salvation is proclaimed by the Missionaries ; 
and the resulthas been stated.—Well may it 
be said, “Salvation has come to this house.” 
Well may we exclaim, if such are the triamphs 
of the cross, let its heralds be sent to every 
heathen neighbourhood upon the face of the 
lobe. 
. In looking at the general results of the mis- 
sion among the Cherokees, the Committee 
would gratefully advert to the progress 
which these people are now evidently making 
im civilization; a progress which bears a true 
proportion to their knowledge ofthe Gospel. 
In the autumn of last year they resolved, in a 
national couneil, that if parents placed their 
children in the sehools of the Mission, they 
should not be taken away, till they had ob- 
tained a good common edueation. The eoun- 
cilalso took measures to eneourage the learn- 
ing of mechanical trades, by promising a set 
of tools, at the public expense, to apprentices, 
who should have learned trades, and were rea- 
dy to commence business for themselves. —And 














what evinces a greater advance still, the country , 
has lately been divided into eight districts, in, 
each of which a court house is to be erected by 
the peeple, where justice is to be administered 
by persons designated to that office. One of 
these new houses is already erected within 
eleven miles of Brainerd, andis now used for 
publie worship. 





—= 
For the Christian Repository. 


IN my last I solicited the attention of my Fathers 
and Brethren in the ministry to a plan for the future 
operations of our itinerating society - I now beg leave 
to pursue that subject « little farther. 

1 think it must be evident to all, that we cannot per- 
form more than one tour a year. Some of my reasons 
for this opinion follow :— 

1. In four months of the year the whole, or part of 
the ministers of our Presbytery are obliged to attend 
the meetings of the different judicatories of our church. 
in April and September, the Presbytery hold their 
stated meetings. In May the General Assembly meets, 
and in October the Synod. Hence our tours could not 
conveniently be taken in any of these months. 

2. As our salaries are all two low to support our 
families, nearly every one of our members are either 
engaged in teaching schools or in managing their farms. 
_ Those who have schools under their care cannot, in 
emit forsake them too frequently—and those who 
1ave farms, are in common with other farmers, obliged 
to attend “ To seed time and harvest.” Hence their 
studies and their labour require them to be much at 
home. 

3. It is a general practice in the country for the 
minister to pay each family in his church a pastoral 
visit during every other winter, and to hold frequent 
catechetical meetings during the winters he does not 
visit in. Hence (saying nothing of the inclemency of 
the weather) he cannot well perform his tour during 
the winter season, 








4. In the spring and fall we hold our communions, or 
sacraments of the Lord’s Supper. These occupy a very 
important portion of our time and attention. There is 
scarcely one minister but is engaged either in his own 
church, or assisting a brother in his, four times in the 
year on these sacramental occasions. Besides all this, 
we are frequently appointed to supply vacant congre- 
gations. Hence we cannot, in justice to our own 
charges, and to ourselves, be absent from them on mis- 
sionary tours more than once a year. And 

To shew that the plan is practicable for us.to com- 
mence our missionary tours immediately after the mis- 
sionary society adjourns in August, 1 will state an 
extreme case. 

It is the general opinion of the members of this So- 
ciety, that our meetings shall be held somewhere near 
the centre of the Presbytery, i.e. the centre, agreeably 
to population or churches. Now, suppose the Pastors 
of Chanceford and Slate ridge, be appointed to labour 
within the bounds of Dover, Smyrna, Middletown and 
Drawyers: and let the Missionary Society meet in Up- 
per Octorara church (as is the fact this year) surely 
they can have sufficient time to reach the upper one of 





these churches by the Thursday after the Society ad- 
journs. 

The ministers appointed to itinerate within the 
bounds of the churches more contiguous to the place 
where our annual meeting is held may enter on their 
labour on Wednesday. 

As the appointments will be made at the spring 
meeting of the Presbytery, the congregations will have 
sufficient timely notice thereof before August, and 
brethren will also be equally well notified by the Pas- 
tors of the churches within whose bounds they are to 
labour, of the places where meetings are to be held. 
Surely this is very desirable, 

There can be no inconvenience arising from ai! the 
missionaries being engaged at the same time, as our 
worthy Elders in the absence of their pastors will take 
signal pleasure in attending to those who supply them 
and in accompanying them to the places of meeting. 

A MEMBER OF THE New-CasTLeE PResByTery. 








For the Christian Repository. 


The interesting work which commenced in this place 
on the 2d of February, is still continuing with unabat- 
ed power, and Cliristians find just in proportion to 
their faith and obedience, the fuldiment of that conde- 
scending promise of our Covenant God, wherein he says 
** prove me now, if 1 will not open you the windows 
of heaven and pour you out a blessing, that there shall 
not be room enough to receive it.” Indeed one of the 
most interesting features in this revival, is the engaged- 
ness of.God’s people. It has been to them as the early 
and the latter rain, causing the parched places to look 
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prayer amongst professors are still kept up with great 
animation, and beside the social circle who unite to- 
gether, it has been agreed upon to meet each other in 
spirit at a throne of Grace, at the hours of sun rise— 
at 12 o’clock, and at sun set every day. Indeed such 
has been the wrestling spirit manifested, that whole 
night even until the break of day have been spent in 
pleading with the Angel of the Covenant to “ spare the 
people and bless God’s heritage,” ang whilst prayers 
have been ascending ; the power of the Lord has de- 
scended, and many impenitent souls have been convict- 
ed of their guilt and danger. At the last anxious meet- 
ing held on Friday evening, an unusual solemnity pre- 
vailed ; at these meetings held expressly for anxious 
sinners and young converts, it has been the practice of 
our highly valued friend Mr. L. to call upon those who 
are rejoicing in hope, to separate from those who are 
not, and come outand sing a hymn. This evening 
when called upon to do so, it appeared like the final 
separation of the righteous from the wicked, when 
“the ransomed of the Lord shall lift up thei 
heads with joy and sing, because their redemption 
draweth nigh ;” but weeping and wailing are the only 
sounds uttered by those who refuse to submit to Christ. 
it is usual at those anxious meetings to insist upon the 
instantaneous acceptance of Christ, and in the language 
of Scripture, they are solemnly exhorted to “ repent 
and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.” As no hope of 
future pardon is held out to the impenitent, and no 
comfort administered to any who reject the free salva- 
tion of Him who calls for the surrender of the heart, 
so the sinner must either come just as he is, or incur 
more guilt by refusing obedience. It is no uncommon 
thing therefore to find souls in deep agony on entering 
these meetings, going away rejoicing in God their Sa- 
viour, and many who have come with a load of guilt, 
have rolled their burdens on the arm of Him who was 
mighty to save, and found rest for their souls. However 
persons may be disposed to dispute the genuineness of 
sudden conversions, and this quick transition from re- 
pentance to joy in believing, yet if compared with the 
oracles of divine truth, it will be seen, “ no strange 
thing hath happened unto us; ”for do we not read of the 
jailor (see Acts 16th) whe came trembling and fell down 
crying “ what must Ido to be saved?” that sume hour 
rejoiced believing in God. And likewise on the day of 
Pentecost,when three thousand were pricked to the heart 
and cried out what shall we do, that same day they not 
only gladly received the word, but were united to the 
Church ! 
Another fegture worthy of notice in this work is that 
several of thechildren of the Sabbath schvols appear to 
be its most hopeful subjects. It is no uncommon thing to 
see them assemble for prayer, collect in little groupes 
for the purpose of conversing on the things of the 
kingdom, attend anxious meetings, and manifest great 
earnestness to use every means of grace. Many of the 
young converts are those who were formerly Sabbath 
school scholars, and several of the male teachers who 
afew weeks ago apparently lived regardless of their 
immorta! souls, are now deeply alive to all their eternal 
interests. We have in listening to the prayers of those 
who have received Sabbath school instruction had 
abundant cause to bless the Lord for such a rich re- 
ward of the lgbours of love bestowed upon them. The 
language of Scripture is invariably used, and the seed 
of that blessed word, which the Lord has said shall 
“‘ not return unto him void, but shall accomplish that 
whereunto he hath sent it” is now springing up and 
bearing fruit te the glory of him who giveth it increase. 
The young converts manifest great anxiety about their 
impenitent friends, and importune them most earnestly 
to come to that Jesus who by his word and spirit is 
now ‘* passtng by.’ Whilst the waters are troubled 
they urge them, nay take them by the hand and lead 
them to the pool, that the Savivur’s healing streams 
may wash away all their guilt. They sometimes spend 
whole nights in prayer for their impenitent friends, and 
ata little meeting of this kind recently, five of the 
company obtained a hope before the meeting closed. 
Could those who suspect the reality of a change in 
young persons only witness the happy countenances— 
listen to the joyful song of praise, when they sing 
*’m a miracle of grace,”—hear their fervent prayers— 
and behold their importunity with their careless 
friends ; and above all could they hear that calm, 
rational, and scriptural account which they give of 
their change from darkness to light, suspicion would 
find no place ta lurk in. and every one would exclaim, 
“‘rreat is the wora!” Many interesting facts could be 
narrated, but these we shali not mention here. When 
such visible displays of Almighty power have been 
exhibited, we are constrained to exclaim, ** What hath 
God wrought,” and whilst such lucid proof is exbibit- 
ed of the transforming nature and effects of divine 
grace, no one can doubt the genuineness of the work. 
Facts cannot be disproved, and to facts we resort for 
confirmation of the assertion that “ great things have 
been done for us, whereof we are glad.” The thought- 
less have become serious—-the scofter prays —the worlds 





sreen, and the thirsty to be refreshed. Mectings for 





devotce now worships Jesus, and him crucified,—the 





impenitent have broken and contrite hearts—the blas- 

phemers lips now breathe prayer and praise—the hard 

heart is turned to flesh, and dry bones, exceeding dry 

in this valley of vision are raised up like a mighty 

army to fight the battles of the Lord. Where once the 

Sabbath was dishonored, it is now “ remembered and 

kept holy.” In families where there was no altar for 

the morning and evening sacrifice, there is now a hap- 

py groupe assembled to offer up prayer and praise, 
with thanksgivings. The giddy thoughtless, youth, 
‘*now remember their Creator before the evil day 
comes,” and already are many of them united to that 
holy family in heaven who with redeemed lips can say 
our Father—our Saviour. Meetings of various kinds 

are still kept up ; sometimes there are anxious meet- 
ings for young converts, and anxious sinners only— 

sometimes for professors—frequently at sun rise, meet- 
ings are held, at which they both attend, and thro the 
day whenever and wherever Christians meet, they en- 
gage in the delightful worship of Him whose mercy 
seat is accessible in all places and at all times. The 
number of those who profess to have obtained a hope, 
is upwards of fifty, and as many more appear to be 
anxious; and should this revival continue, which there 
is every probability it will, we may expect tosee many, 
many more flying like “clouds und Doves to their 
windows.” Was the faith of Gods people only as great, 
and their faithfulness as sincere, as the blessed instru- 
ment who was used toeffect this great work, we should 
behold still greater displays of divine power—still lar- 
ger supplies of that.grace which shall reign through 
righteousness in the hearts of sinners, The Lord reigns, 
and his own Zion he will cause to shine, and when he 
calls upon her to arise, then shall she put on her beauti- 
ful garments and appear glorious in the sight of all 
the earth. May all who love Zion devoutly pray for 
her prosperity in this place, and let the language of 
each heart be “ ariseO Lord into thy rest, thou and the 
ark of thy strength! let thy priests be clothed with 
righteousness, let thy saints shout for joy! here dwell, 
for we have desired it, here make the horn of thine an- 
ointed to bud—here abundantly bless!—thine ene- 
mies clothe with shame, but cause the crown of King 
Jesus to flourish.” March 6. 








MARRIED, 

On Thursday evening last, by the Rev. A. K, Russrt, 

Mr. Jonas M’MicHaet to Miss Susannau Romer, eld- 

est daughter of Capt. Henry Rumer, of Mill-Creek 
Hundred, New-Castle County, Delaware, 


Cec SERRA ACER ot} 
OBITUARY. 


Departed this life on Friday last, in this Borough, 
Mies Mary J. Warner, daughter of John Warner, Esq. 
in the 14th year of her age-—-Cut down in the bloom ot 
youth, and withered as the opening flower nipt by the 
untimely frost of May !—ilappy are they, and they only, 
in death, who have laid up their treasures above.— 
** T love them who love me, and they who seek me 
early shall find me.’ Her remains were deposited on 
Sunday last in Friend’s burying ground, attended by « 
numerous train of relatives and friends. 

— EP 


Dizn.—On Tuesday night last, after 36 hours of sc- 
vere suffering, occasioned by the cramp in her stomach, 
| Mrs, Ruta Greene, in her 36th year, wife of Rev. Sam- 
uel Greene, of this place. In the death of this amiable 
lady her friends and acquaintance generally have expe- 
rienced an irreparable loss--ever modest and unassum- 
ing, ber worth was not generally known, She lived a 
christian ; and in her last moments, triumphed over the 
grim Monster Death. When asked a shopt time before 
her departure, how her mind was in prospect of ueath, 
| she replied, “ Calm, calm ; all is caim !” “ My moun- 
tain stands strong; | know in whom I have believed ; 
1 am not afraid to die; [can and do resign all into the 
hands of God!” Surely every reader is ready to say, 
Let me die the death of the righteous, and my latter 
end be like hers” Her remains were on Thurday de- 
posited in the Baptist burial ground, with marked evi- 
dences of respect,—-among the mourning train, were the 
members of the Famale Bible Society, in procession, 
the deceased having been a member. In the evening 
the solemn occasion was improved by a very appropri- 
ate sermon, by the Rev. Doct. Staveutox, from Kev. 
xiv. 13. * Blessed are the dead who die in the Lonp, 
for they rest from their labours and their works do 
follow them.” 
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